Ezra – A Remnant
“O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant…” Ezra 9:15

I don’t know about you but, Biblical character study is my absolute favorite. After studying a particular
person of the Bible our lives are enriched and changed for eternity. How
awesome is that! How can we stay the same when studying the life of one
written about in the scriptures?
God’s word is living and active for this very moment in time, not just
something written about in the olden days. We can learn much about
ourselves and the God character within us when we study those that have
paved the way before us.

NAME:
A person’s name in the Old Testament had great significance and told a lot
about that person and their character.

Ezra: 2 variations- Ezrah, Azariah




Strongs #5826-5838 (all have to do with the name the Ezra) –
the root for Ezra is (azar) surround, protect, enclose, aid, succor,
and help
Succor = help or relief in time of distress 1 (dictionary)

LINEAGE:
Taking a look at 1 Chronicles 6:11-14 we see Ezra’s ancestry chronicled as one coming from prominence
of the Aaronic priestly bloodline. He had quite a pedigree.


THE WORD PRIEST IN HEBREW = COHEN (PLURAL-COHANIM)

1 Chronicles 6:14 …Azariah the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah the father of... and so on.

Ezra 7:1-5 After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra son of Seraiah, the son
of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, the son of
Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest.
Ezra’s father Seraiah was a chief (high) priest; 2 Kings 25:18. He was head of a priestly family; Nehemiah
12:12. His name Seraiah; (S) #8304 - Yah has prevailed.
Ezra 2:62 these searched for their family records, but they could not find them and so were excluded from the
priesthood as unclean. In order to be counted in the priestly bloodline they had to have credentials

(records of genealogy) stating what family they were from. There was definitely a certain order to
things, not just anyone could be counted as a Cohen.
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Ezra was a man of stature and had a pedigree from the bloodline of Aaron the high priest, who was
Moses’ brother. Ezra was a priest and scribe. Nehemiah 8:9 To be a Scribe means teacher of Torah or as
the NT states it ‘The Law’. Ezra 7:10

COMMISSIONED:


Ezra was given authority to teach the Mosaic Law to the Israelites in Jerusalem and Judah. Letter
from the King; Ezra 7:11-26



Ezra was given favor by King Artaxerxes, King of Persia. The king granted him all his requests,
according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. Ezra 7:6b; 7:21



Ezra was given provision. And whatever more may be needed for the house of your God, which you may
have occasion to provide, pay for it from the king’s treasury. Ezra 7:20



King Artaxerxes issued a decree: (given safe passage) Ezra 7:13 “I issue a decree that all those of the
people of Israel and the priests and Levites in my realm, who volunteer to go up to Jerusalem, may go
with you (Ezra).” Many Israelites chose to stay in Babylon; they were comfortable they did not

want change. They did not have a heart for God or His teachings.
Ezra brought a group of exiles from Babylon to Judah; they traveled approximately 4 months and about
900 miles. Ezra led them through the northern route to bypass the hot desert which would have been
a shorter trip for the group but too hot to travel on foot. 2


Exile: a person who is banished from their country by authorities of the land. One who is in
captivity; a captive. A list of exiles is found in Ezra chapter 2.

PROPHETIC WORDS:
In the scriptures there are specific words from ADONAI (The LORD) concerning the return of the exiles
from captivity in the time of Ezra.
1. Ezra 1:1-4: verse 1). Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying..

We read in Isaiah how the LORD anointed King Cyrus even though he did not acknowledge the LORD as
the one true God. God has his purposes and plans and they will go forth even if he chooses to use a
heathen king. King Cyrus reigned from 550-522 BC.
2. Isaiah 45:1-5: Verse 4). “For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name
and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me.”
3. Jeremiah 29:10-14: verse 11). "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, "plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." This verse is quoted often and

here we see the connection of this prophetic word in its context.
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(a) Verse 10). “I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this
place.”
(b) Verse 14). “And I will let you find me,” says ADONAI. “Then I will reverse your exile.
I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have driven you,' says
ADONAI, 'and bring you back to the place from which I exiled you.” –CJB3
4. Zechariah 12:1-14 Verse 7). The LORD will save the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the house of
David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall not become greater than that of Judah.

The Israelites were making a pilgrimage back to their homeland. The LORD had spoken through the
prophets of God for such a time as this. Today Jews use the term ‘Making Aliyah’ when referring to
returning to the Promised Land. Aliyah in Hebrew means; ascent or going up and is used in both a
physical and spiritual context.

LEADERSHIP:
We continue in the book of Ezra and look at Ezra 7:28, we see that Ezra asked Israel’s key men to join
him in this pilgrimage. (S) #7218 captains, first, family head, and chief. These key men were leaders;
they submitted themselves to Ezra’s authority to lead them according to God’s plan and purposes for
their future. They knew that the hand of the LORD was upon him. Ezra 8:1-14 lists those who went with
Ezra from Babylon.


INTERCESSOR: Ezra sought the LORD for protection with prayer & fasting, Ezra 8:22-23. They
needed divine protection from bandits, enemies or surprise attacks because they were
carrying precious sacred articles donated & consecrated for the house of the LORD. They
were each carrying money, gold, silver, etc. Ezra 8:24-31. We remember this journey was
approximately a 4 month time span. Ezra led them safely to their destination with every
article accounted for; Ezra 8:34

To reestablish the Priesthood (Cohanim) and to teach the Word of God (Torah) would take a strong
leader not wavering in his faith and that would lead with very the heart of God. (Nehemiah 8:13 Ezra
taught the leadership.) As well as one who would eventually come alongside Nehemiah and Zechariah
in unity to restore God’s order in the land. They served the LORD with a Kingdom vision.
NOTE: Nehemiah arrived with his exiles about 13 years after Ezra did.

Strong leadership was desperately needed because not long after the group arrived leaders came to
Ezra with issues, major issues Ezra 9:1-3. What is interesting to note is that the biggest offenders were
the leaders, Priests, Princes, Kings, Fathers and the Levites!

ISSUES:
What were the issues Ezra faced?
 Detestable practices of uncleanness and impurity (abominations)
 A land polluted by corruption
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Inter-marriage with foreign women (pagans)
Repeating of past sins Ezra 9:7 from the days of our ancestors until now, our guilt has been great.
Because of our sins...



Not keeping themselves separate and holy unto God (unfaithfulness-harlotry) Ezra 10:6 Then
Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib.
While he was there, he ate no food and drank no water, because he continued to mourn over the
unfaithfulness of the exiles.

If we take a minute and think about these issues things are really no different today, are they? Basically
these issues are commonplace in our culture today, spiritually speaking. The words of Hosea speak a
now word for us, he describes unfaithfulness as a ‘spirit of harlotry (prostitution)’. Hosea 4:12, My
people consult a wooden idol, and a diviner’s rod speaks to them. A spirit of harlotry leads them astray; they are
unfaithful to their God.

Unfaithfulness – a spirit of prostitution dominates our culture and its leaders just the same as in Ezra’s
day. A spirit of harlotry is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the LORD. Hosea 5:4
 It turns us away from the LORD. In Deuteronomy 7:3-4 it says; do not inter-marry with the
nations it will turn you away from God


It influences us into serving false gods. 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can
light have with darkness?

Ezra was shocked at the unfaithfulness of the people and leaders. Ezra 9:3 When I heard this, I tore my
tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard and sat down appalled.

How did this happen? They lost their fear (awe) of the LORD. Repentance, a turning away from sin and
turning back to God must take place. These rebellious practices defile and happen over a period of
time, if affections are focused on the world and its seductions. Yes, the enemy can speak something to
us and if we are not in a loving relationship with Jesus we will not hear the Spirit of God saying; No, go
this way or do that. The enemy of God is all too happy to redirect our focus whenever possible.
Remember…Beloved, he wants you dead.

RESTORATION:
Ezra was devoted to the LORD he set his heart on studying, walking out and teaching (Torah) the Law
which means instructions & teachings. He was obedient to the voice of God. He had a revelation that
God is a merciful God even to the unfaithful because He is faithful. Ezra understood that they are a
remnant chosen to rebuild and repair the ruins. Ezra 9:8 "But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God
has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light
to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage."

Ezra sees God’s hand:
1. Ezra 9:8 Grace and Mercy is given (Faithful in spite of their unfaithfulness)
2. Ezra 9:8 They are given a firm place in His sanctuary
3. Ezra 9:8 Light to their eyes (enlightenment)
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4. Ezra 9:9 New Life
5. Ezra 9:9 A wall of protection around them

And as a remnant they must let go of their marriage to the world (pagan nations) and renounce the
detestable practices of worship to foreign gods. They must now acknowledge the LORD as the
supreme authority, the one true God of the Israelites. They must; come out and be ye separate 1
Corinthians 6:17. RECOGNIZE SIN - CONFESS & REPENT OF SIN - ACKNOWLEGE THE LORD


REMNANT: (S) #6412 REFUGEE , ESCAPEE , SURVIVOR, DELIVERED FROM DESTRUCTION, ESCAPED GOD ’S
WRATH (EZRA 9:14 ETERNAL DESTRUCTION )

As Ezra leads the people into repentance, he identifies as one with them. In Hebrew the word is Echad
(one) they were in one-accord (unity). They are a remnant not remnants – ONE. The people gather to
Ezra as he prayed, confessed and wept before the LORD and they too wept bitterly. Ezra 10:1
The people responded to Ezra lead and came back into obedience to the Law and commands of their
God. As a result they made a covenant before Ezra and before God that all pagan wives and children
will be put away according to Torah, Ezra 10:3, Nehemiah 10. This law is found in Deuteronomy 24:1-5
(marriage law).
Ezra 10: 18-44 & Nehemiah 10; lists the exiles that repented, and became right standing once again
before the LORD.

REVIVAL:
There was spiritual renewal in the camp! Ezra 10:10-12 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You
have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women, adding to Israel’s guilt. Now honor the LORD, the God of
your ancestors, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples around you and from your foreign wives."
The whole assembly responded with a loud voice: "You are right! We must do as you say!"
Nehemiah 10:39 The people of Israel, including the Levites, are to bring their contributions of grain, new wine
and olive oil to the storerooms, where the articles for the sanctuary and for the ministering priests, the
gatekeepers and the musicians are also kept. “We will not neglect the house of our God.”
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